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On Oct. 10, French President Francois Mitterand and his 100-plus entourage departed from
Montevideo, for Lima, Peru, the last stop on a South American tour which included Argentina.
According to the Uruguayan press, throughout his 26-hour stay, Mitterand emphasized
collaboration by rich industrialized countries to all young democracies in Latin America. At a
press conference Saturday in Montevideo, the French leader proclaimed his willingness to act
as a spokesperson for Latin American economic and trade demands among developed nation
counterparts. Mitterand affirmed that of the world's seven major capitalist economic powers, France
contributes proportionately the most to developing nations. He added that France alone cannot
be expected to compensate for what other industrialized nations fail to do in the interests of Third
World development. Mitterand said that developing nations could more easily cope with their
economic problems after receiving more credit from international financial institutions, and higher
prices for their raw materials. While Mitterand was involved in numerous protocol activities with
Uruguayan counterpart Julio Maria Sanguinetti and other government officials, Uruguayan Foreign
Minister Enrique Iglesias met twice with the French Foreign Trade Minister Frances Michel Noir.
On Oct. 9, Noir met briefly with Uruguayan Economy Minister Ricardo Zerbino and Planning
Secretary Ariel Davrieux. Although official communiques on topics discussed between the two sides
were not available, foreign ministry sources said the talks focused on bilateral trade topics, and
particularly, trade negotiations within the context of GATT. (Basic data from AP, 10/10/87)
-- End --
